Understanding the Balanced Budget Act of 1997.
The Balanced Budget Act of 1997 contained sweeping changes to Medicare that directly affect healthcare professionals in all clinical settings. If clinicians are to be successful in today's healthcare marketplace, they must have a working knowledge of these changes and the impact they have on their employers and patients. Economic viability of our country's healthcare providers depends on their ability to comply with federal, state, and local regulations while providing improved patient outcomes using fewer medical resources and healthcare dollars. Clinical practice, and healthcare professionals who provide it, must quickly adapt to these changes.